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Where did the fleeing Koreans go?: Escape as remobilization and
relocation of Koreans mobilized in wartime Japan

Manabu ARIMA

Abstract

This paper examines the issue of escaping Korean laborers, who had been mobilized from the
Korean Peninsula, focusing on the case of Fukuoka Prefecture. Koreans traveling to Japan for work had
increased after World War 1. It increased dramatically after the mass transfer of Koreans began in earnest
in September 1939 under the Labor Mobilization Plan. Wartime mobilization, here, refers to the collective
transfer, which began following the labor mobilization plan.

Did Korean laborers flee the mines because they could not bear the violence and oppression? That
might have been true. In many cases, with the help of intermediary Korean agents, they fled (moved) to
other workplaces and obtained jobs there. This served as a labor black market. The construction industry,
for example, benefited from this. The Army, which had placed the order, was no exception. The policy
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, designed to prevent escape, was, in effect, an acknowledgment of this

reality.
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Translations of four short stories by An Hoe-nam, with an exegesis

Setsuko HATANO

Abstract

For this article, I translated four short stories by Korean writer An Hoenam into Japanese and added
a commentary. The stories were part of his collection Fire published in 1947 by Eulyu Munhwasa
(Z¥E>Abiit) . They include An iron chain broken (3338 21 A1 T}), An island (73 ), A horse (&), and
The fire (£).

An Hoe-nam was born in Seoul in 1909. He debuted as a writer in 1931 and wrote many short stories
depicting his private life in a style very similar to the Japanese [-novel. His work mainly described the life
of the urban petit bourgeois. In September 1944, he went to Tatsugawa Mine in Saga Prefecture in Kyushu
as a forced laborer. It is unclear why a 34-year-old writer like him was conscripted. I suppose that it could
be driven by his financial situation. He had fallen into bankruptcy owing to his extravagant lifestyle and
drinking habit. However, it appears that he did not work underground as an ordinary coal mining laborer,
but rather at the office managing labor. After the defeat of Japan in 1945, he returned to Korea, writing
actively and drawing on his experience as a forced laborer, to produce ten short stories as part of Fire. The
novels written by Korean writers about the return from Manchuria, China, Japan etc. after the Japanese
collapse are characterized as Repatriate Novels. His collection Fire is one of them.

Later, An Hoe-nam published several novels that were appreciated by critics on the left. In 1948,
he crossed 38" parallel to go to North Korea with his family and literary friends after the division of the
Korean Peninsula. After the end of the Korean War, many writers who had come from the South were

purged. An Hoe-nam was not targeted although there is little information regarding his actions thereafter.
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Removal of extraterritoriality of “Manchukuo” and overseas
designated schools for Koreans

Hiroyuki FUKUSHIMA

Abstract

Overseas designated schools are Japanese schools established in foreign countries that
are recognized by the Japanese government as equivalent to schools in the home country. This
move paved the way for Koreans to proceed to higher educational institutions in Japan. This
paper analyzes how the privilege of access to Japanese institutions of higher education was
managed by the Japanese governing body in the context of the Kwang-myung Academy, the only
overseas designated secondary school for Koreans. Accordingly, I focused on the abolition of
extraterritoriality in Manchukuo in 1937, which changed the subject of the privilege.

Kanto-Gun (Kwantung Army), which believed that the abolition of extraterritoriality was
essential for the independence of Manchukuo, insisted that the overseas designation be lifted
with the transfer of Kwang-myung Academy to Manchukuo. In response, the Consulate General
in Kanto and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan opposed the transfer amid concerns that the
Koreans would object to it, and demanded that the overseas designation be maintained, although
it was not approved. In these circumstances, neither the Japanese Ministry of Education nor the
Governor-General of Chosen (Korea) attempted to intervene. They refrained from intervening
in the issue since they wanted to avoid discussing the access of Koreans to Japanese higher
educational institutions as a governance issue. Nevertheless, they did not dare to deny it as long
as it was permitted as a system. Consequently, there was a steady stream of Koreans going to
Japanese educational institutions.
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Korean students who attended universities in the “Empire”

Hiroki NAGASHIMA

Abstract

What did the Empire of Japan want from the Koreans? What did it take from them? What did
it give them? Conversely, what did Korean students want in return? One of the most prominent
answers to this question is “educational background.” This was not a search for or condemnation
of “pro-Japanese” groups nor an attempt to identify “patriots.” It was an honest attempt to track the
formation and evolution of “academic background” in the contemporary Korean society.

This paper aims to list all Korean students who attended Imperial University or its equivalent,
as far as can be ascertained, including those who were forced to join the army during their studies.
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38 FEME

Two Unexplored Events in Korean War: Kim Il-sung’s Plans to
Force 500,000 Seoul Residents into the North and his Government-
in-Exile in Manchuria in 1950

Mitsuhiko KIMURA

Abstract

The Korean War erupted in 1950, five years after the collapse of the Japanese Empire. It was
massive in terms of the scale of the fighting and the number of casualties, and had a major impact
on the politics and economy of postwar Japan. There is a vast accumulation of research on the
origins, characteristics, and consequences of the war. In the past, the primary point of contention
was whether South or North Korea initiated the war. However, with the release of Soviet data and
a study of internal North Korean documents, it has been clarified that the war began with the
invasion of the North Korean army. There is no doubt about it now. However, the North Koreans
and the Chinese refuse to acknowledge this fact—to use a common expression—they continue to
lie to the international community. Meanwhile, the controversy regarding the origin of the Korean
War continues, and many researchers have joined the debate driven by ideological differences.

The purpose of this paper is not to deepen the perspective of such research, but to examine two
aspects that have failed to attract the attention of researchers in the past: the plan to take 500,000
people from Seoul after the start of the war and Kim Il Sung's regime in exile in Manchuria, using
testimonies and documentary materials, especially those from the former Soviet Union.
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Roundtable Discussion among Diplomats on Treaty on Basic
Relations between Japan and Republic of Korea—New Historical
Materials from the Shiina Family Documents

Masafumi ASADA

Abstract
This is a record on a roundtable discussion held by Japanese diplomats during the course
of honoring Etsusaburo Shiina, the foreign minister who signed the Treaty on Basic Relations
between Japan and the Republic of Korea in 1965, looking back on the “Shiina Diplomacy.” This is
a new historical document that primarily discusses the role Shiina played in the backdrop of the
signing of the treaty.
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